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Riparian Forest Buffers  Make $EN$E 
If your property borders a stream, river or lake,  

NOW is the time to establish a riparian forest buffer. 
 

Transition areas of trees, 
shrubs and grass that 
separate a waterway from 
areas of human activity, 
buffers can filter pollutants 
from runoff before it reaches 
the waterway. They provide 
habitat for wildlife and improve 
conditions for stream 
corridors. Riparian buffers are 
an effective way to protect  
New Jersey water resources. 
 
In addition to environmental 
benefits, installing and 
maintaining buffers can also 
put money into your pocket.  
 
 
The Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP) will cover the cost of 
creating the buffer AND pay you for maintaining the buffer for the next 10 to 15 years. 
 
 
What  is  CREP? 
The Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP) is a federal-state natural 
resources conservation program that addresses state and nationally-significant 
environmental concerns. Through CREP, program participants receive financial 
incentives to enter into 10 to 15 year contracts to establish and maintain riparian forest 
buffers on eligible land.  
 

Land managers who participate in this program will receive reimbursement for 
establishing the riparian forest buffer, incentive payments for sign up, and rental 
payments for the length of the contract. CREP’s financial benefits exceed those offered 
through previous federal programs. 
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The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, 
disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, 
reprisal, or because all or a part of an individual's income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all 
programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) 
should contact USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint of discrimination write to USDA, Director, Office of 
Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410 or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an 
equal opportunity provider and employer. 

 
 
Who is eligible to receive funding through CREP? 

 
CREP funding for riparian forest buffers is available to: 
 

 Individuals 
 Associations 
 Trusts 
 Other legal entities 
 Local governments 

 Corporations 
 Joint stock companies 
 Estates 
 State government 
 Joint operations 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Northeast Office 
Serving Bergen, Hudson, Essex, 
and Passaic Counties 

Phone: (732) 537-6057 
Fax: (732) 537-6095 

 
Hackettstown Service Center 
Serving Morris, Sussex and 
Warren Counties 

Hackettstown Commerce Park  
101 Bilby Road, Building 1-H 
Hackettstown, NJ 07840 
Phone: (908) 852-2576 
Fax: (908) 852-4666 

 

Frenchtown Service Center 
Serving Hunterdon, Somerset 
and Union Counties 

687 Pittstown Rd., Suite 2  
Frenchtown, NJ 08825 
Phone: (908) 782-4614 
Fax: (908) 782-0501 

 
Freehold Service Center 
Serving Middlesex, Monmouth 
and Mercer Counties 

4000 Kozloski Road, Suite D  
P.O. Box 5033 
Freehold, NJ 07728 
Phone: (732) 462-0075 
Fax: (732) 462-5274 

 

Columbus Service Center 
Serving Burlington, Camden and  
Ocean Counties 

1971 Jacksonville-Jobstown 
Road 
Columbus, NJ 08022 
Phone (609) 267-1639 
Fax: (609) 261-3007 

 
Woodstown Service Center 
Serving Gloucester and Salem 
Counties 

51 Cheney Road, Suite 2 
Woodstown, NJ 08098  
Phone: (856) 769-1126 
Fax: (856) 769-0718 
 

Vineland Service Center 
Serving Atlantic, Cape May, and 
Cumberland Counties 

Building 3, Suite A  
1317 South Main Road 
Vineland, NJ 08360  
Phone: (856) 205-1225 
Fax: (856) 205-0691 

Contact your local  
USDA Service Center  

to find out if CREP  
makes $en$e for you. 


