
Watershed Protection Specialist/Agriculture 

This is a Temporary Position 

 

Provides conservation planning assistance beginning with initial evaluation and continuing to 

practice completion and maintenance.  Possesses a practical knowledge of the methods and 

techniques of soil, water and environmental conservation as they relate to agricultural operations. 

 

This position will be based at the USDA-NRCS Frenchtown, NJ Field Office, and will 

occasionally be required to travel to the NJWSA offices in Clinton, NJ. 

 

Job duties include but are not limited to: 

 Work with landowners to develop, implement and revise agricultural conservation plans 

addressing various natural resource concerns. 

 Explain USDA-NRCS and other conservation programs to landowners. 

 Develop conservation contracts with landowners. 

 Work with landowners to identify, plan and implement conservation practices. 

 Prepare maps and other necessary documentation to achieve practice implementation and 

cost-share contracts and payments. 

 Complete highly erodible land and wetlands determinations. 

 Review practice designs for complete as-built documentation and oversee that all 

components of practice design are completed according to standards and specifications 

prior to certification and payment recommendation. 

 Work with landowners to achieve river-friendly certification. 

 Perform education and outreach duties such as giving talks at meetings, participating in 

conservation demonstrations, conducting conservation field tours and staffing NJWSA 

display at various outreach events. 

 

 Qualifications/education: 

 Bachelor’s degree from an accredited college or university in soil conservation or related 

agricultural or natural resource discipline such as agronomy, soil science, or agricultural 

engineering. 

 Ability to communicate effectively with others in order to explain program rules and 

execute cost-share contracts. 

 Professional knowledge of a wide range of soil and water conservation principles, 

methods and techniques sufficient to skillfully asses, analyze and evaluate complex 

environmental conditions. 

 Certified conservation planner (within 12 months of employment). 

 

Related work experience: 

 Minimum of two years of professional experience in agricultural conservation or 

agricultural management 

 

 

The work requires regular prolonged walking over field terrain. The work also requires carrying 

and using equipment such as survey equipment, soil augers and shovels. 

 


